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Gathering Secrefs Is Easy -

L Williem &. C?Lby, formar dirsctor of the Contral Inralligencs
 Ageney, suys ir's iha nssassmant of Intsliigenta not tha '
. gutharing of sacrats that Is difficuit.

- Question: What limits, congresslonal and prwldenti;il,
are there to CIA activities today? ;

-Answer: Law states that if the CIA does anything other . . 11 X |
gathering of intelligence is that it’s the assessment not the .

. than gather pure intelligence, siach action must be ap-
proved by the President and must be reported to appropri-

_ ate congressional authority, which at the moment includes
seven committees, : . : )

. Colby, who was Cla dirattor from
- ones handed $he agensy's covart intelligante-gathering . . oo

aciivitias, s} recantly with editors of Tha San Disgo Union. - :

Hore ars soms of his commants: T

Q: Is the gatbering of secret Intelligence adequately -'

protected? 3
A: At the mornent it is not.

For one, there are fo0 many comnuttees invol\'led to .-

_keep secrets. Secondly there is no adequate control over
the people in intelligence. - e
The CIA nesds legislation to protect intelligence sources
from disclosure by employes. There is a Jaw which
punishes an Agriculture Départment employe who re-
Jeases crop statistics without authorization, and there is a
- law which punishes the Internal Revenue Service employe
whp releases an income tax return. We need a similar law
to punish an employe who leaks secret intelligence.

Q: Haven't some CIA agents taken unauthorized action?

. A: Boih the House and the Senate investigating commit-
tees concluded that CIA was not out of control. The House
committee said the CIA was too much under the control of
the various presidents. . : .

Of course there have been a few incidents of individual - ‘

a_ction, but generally it’s pretty clear that the agents in the
field were under direct orders, The only real question that

remains Involves the various assassination plots against = )

Castro. And there, after eight months of inyestigation, the

_Lhurch Committee sald it really couldn’t determine who -

gave the order, whe condoned it, who approved it, where it -

- stopped above or inside CIA. . :

.-- Certainly it was once a tradition that certain things were

better not written down but said. In 1962, I believe it was,
 Attorney General Kennedy learned that there had been
some attempts against Castro involving this stupid opera-

"1 think the investigation is legitimate, although I doubt

tion with the Mafia. His only comment was, ‘don’t get in

touch with the Mafia again without teliing me.” .

" -7 Q= Has the-CIA been damaged substanﬁ@y insolar'as -

its rappert with allies and forelgn agents is invelve?
.- -A: Certainly many people were frightened. They said
they couldn't-work for us anymore: : o

Foreigi intelligence services-clearly held up some of the

more sensitive material they had been giving us because

they feared it would show up in the U.S. press. ~

~ However, the CIA can now go back to these people and

show them the final report; we can show them we did not

reveal our connections to foreign intelligence services: -
We can demonstrate our ability to run an intelligence

/

ASSESSMENT 15 DAl For Release 2004/09/28 : CIA-RDP88-01314R000300040006-3 N
o o SAN DIEGO%L%

24 October 1976

1973 to 1975 and who
R

polite lunch with someone and exchange perfectly ope
assesstnents of what is goingon. . . :
to remember about t

The most impoftant thing

collection that is gifficult. . B

The Soviets have established an institute for the study of
the U.S.A. They ftatter the CIA because they realize the
mportance of research. e

However, they still bump into the odd sergeant in the..

bar in Bangkok and offer him §10,000 for information. -

" @: What is your reaction to. criticism that the CIA'S

Information prior to the last Mideast War was jvaceurate?
A: Intelligence is not crystal-ball perfect. It is designed
to give us an appreciation of the forces involved, what the
problems are lixely to be. I : : :
In the Middie East war, for example, indications In the

spring were that if there was no diplomatic and pojitical

progress, the chiances of war would increase.” .- :

The estimate was that Isaraeli would do very well. o

_These items turned out {o be true. R
- The fact thal was wrong was the statement made on the
night of the Arab attack when we had contradictory
fnformation from both sides which ingdicated military

action might only be another attempt to apply pressure for

negotiations.

.. We were wrong for assuming what the Arabs ought to
. hdve done, rather than what they ynight do. :
".Jf we accurately predict what can happen, Our govern-

ment can 2o to work on both sides of the conflict to avoid

- hostilities, We have stopped several wars from stacting |
" -exactly Inthatway. Lol

" Q: Do you think anﬁh'mg.ilse_lu.l will come out of the new
Investigation into the assassipations of Jobn }_{&n_ne-ﬁy and

- Martin Luther Xing? .

" A: The only useful thing that might happen is to seltle
the conspiracy thedry. : e

there will be a substantial difference in &h_e overalt

evaluation. -

. Oswald operated alone. SRR
- i1 am ‘also convinced there was no CIA involvement in

" the events leading to the assassination of Mr. Kennedy. I -

know of no information that links Oswald with Castro
other than Oswald participated in a few pro-Cuba parades
in New Orleans. Castro, at one point in September of 1583,

was said to have told a reporter that the people threaten-

g Cuba’s leaders should Jook to their own safeiy.

. Q: Is Castro’s recent hard-ine duz to Soviet prwsufq?
. A: Castro in the early 60’s thought the Cuban revolution

business on American principles — while keeping import- :

ant secrets. . by

Q: How does the Soviet Unlon conduct Its Intebligence’ ’

operation around the world? :
A: The Soviets have leAppravdelFsRuolciod
intelligence gathering fromus. ° . R
Their intelligence officers now operate in the open,
rhav have ootten 1id o their
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was going to sweep Latin America. The U.S. put together

a political, economic and military aid program, and at the »
end of the 60’s Castro had not swept Latin America. Castro
then began to talk of normalization, and we may be
back to some reasonable relationship. He has

Chariged his line with the Latin countries, trying to

yelationships.
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